THE FIRE MOUNTAINS

is the conduct of these volcanoes under-
stood that they have been made into the
Hawaii National Park and tourists are
encouraged to visit them.

A volcano born under a man's feet in
his own cornfield is a new experience.
The story is almost as incredible as that
of Jason who sowed the mythical dragon's
teeth and harvested armed men. Yet on
February 20, 1943 in the State of Michoa-
can, Mexico, Nature's most awe-inspiring
spectacle came into the world. El Mon-
struo is the Tarascan Indians' name for
the "fire"-breathing monster, known to
the world as Paricutin Volcano.

This moon-like landscape of Paricutin
showers up a fountain of red stars as
from a gigantic Fourth of July Roman
candle, recalling that Pillar of Fire, beacon
of the Children of Israel. Paricutin is
definitely a part of the arc of volcanoes,
extending along the Pacific's shores from
the Andes to Alaska, the Aleutians, Kam-
chatka, Japan and Java.

Still Paricutin grows and grows. No
one can guess how long El Monstruo will
remain alive. Like a locomotive, Paricutin
puffs, timing its explosions six seconds
apart. Almost from its Minerva-like birth
volcanologists have attended it. But the
scientists cannot examine the volcano's
throat, for, at times, from its crater masses
of vapor rise to three miles. And gas from
the molten lava bubbles through the crater
.like carbon dioxide from a bottle of soda
pop. It is the greatest show on earth.
Sightseers even applaud the volcano when
its "fireworks" become spectacular!

Every property holder in the Michoacan
region is a potential owner of a live vol-
cano. For underlying Paricutin is a lava
reservoir of undetermined depth which
explains the indefatigable industry of the
volcano. Will Paricutin eventually dwell
snow-clad head in the upper air, with
giant Orizaba (Citlatlepec) and Popo-
catepetl? Or will it disappear as mysteri-
ously as it sprang up ?
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